Dear Provider,
ECS and the ELC of North Florida are happy to announce “Curriculum Expansion and Implementation Study” program funded through ARPA Discretionary funds given to us by the Division of Early Learning. You may apply for stipends to purchase curriculum, curriculum materials/add-ons and online initial and ongoing professional learning by completing the application and agreeing to participate in a study conducted by the Division of Early Learning. If there is an additional cost for the on-line training or curriculum materials/add-ons, please include that in the budget you submit in the application. All purchases must have been made after March 29th and completed by November 17, 2023.  
Provider agrees to the following items to participate in the project:
·          Complete the project surveys* within 15 days of receipt
·          Participate in project interviews*
·          Identify Point of Contact information to the researcher(s)
·          If seeking reimbursement, provide documentation of purchase (receipt, invoice)
Applications will be prioritized for approval based on the following criteria:
·          -Early learning/child care providers whose latest CLASS composite score is 4.5 or less
·          -Early learning/child care providers who are feeder programs to high-risk (low performing) elementary schools and/or 
·          -Early learning/child care providers located in child care deserts or high demand areas. 
You will be informed by email when your application is approved. Payments should be received within 30 days, but you may purchase your curriculum and training at any time after receiving the approval email. Once you have purchased your curriculum and training, you will need to upload your receipts to the Curriculum Expansion Application Module. If programs do not provide receipts for the purchases, they will be required to pay back the stipends or any portion of the stipend that is not supported by receipts. All purchases must be completed by November 17, 2023.  
Please refer to the Approved Curriculum for ARPA Discretionary Program list to see curriculum choices for this grant. Each curriculum was selected based on the composite CLASS scores of our providers and because the publisher does offer online training. Please choose the curriculum from this list when completing your application. Applications can be accessed at https://ecs.webauthor.com/go/frx_curriculumexpansionapplication/default.cfm. or at https://www.ecs4kids.org/grants/.  
To qualify for this program, you must be in a provider within our 6-county service area of the ELC of North Florida (Baker, Bradford, Clay, Nassau, Putnam & St. Johns) and be a contracted SR and/or VPK provider.
 ECS reserves the right to approve applications in part or whole based on funding and demand.  If ECS does not approve the total amount in your application, you will be informed of the amount approved. ECS reserves the right to end this offering without notice once funding is exhausted. If you have any questions, please contact ARPAGrants@ecs4kids.org. 
*The surveys and interviews will involve questions related to curriculum implementation (training, processes, daily schedules, etc.) and may include provider and teacher demographic information. Providers will not be required to provide child-level information or personally identifiable information.
 
